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MANUEL TECHNIQUE DE MICROBIOLOGIE ET DE SEROLOGIE. By A.
Calmette, A. Boquet, L. Negre, and J. Bretey. Masson et Cie., Paris, 1948.
727 pp. 1900 fr.
This fourth, thoroughly revised, edition of Calmette's well-known manual
aims to bring together the maximum of information which will be of value
to the bacteriologist in his daily work. It is based largely on the techniques
utilized at the Pasteur Institute in Paris. The topics included differ from
those found in similar manuals in this country which are usually texts of
laboratory diagnosis and include fields deliberately omitted in the present
manual (e.g., urinalysis). The book is essentially a companion volume to
a text on bacteriology. Within its stated limits, coverage is broad, and the
book contains an extraordinary diversity of useful data and procedures.
An unfamiliar apparatus noted is the centrifuge tube, designed by Bretey,
which houses a cover slip at the tip. Scanty sediments intended for morpho-
logical study are said to be harvested with less loss than by usual methods.
The American reader will be struck by the amount of media and appara-
tus which he purchases from supply houses, whereas his French colleague
prepares the same material in his own laboratory. This is probably true,
although perhaps to a lesser extent, in other countries. It follows that, in
our scientific papers, much of our "Materials and Methods" section must
be largely incomprehensible outside of our national boundaries. "Nutrient
agar Difco 1.5 per cent, pH 7.4, 4 grams in one liter of distilled water"
for example, has provided not only insufficiently detailed, but actually
misleading information.
Future editions would be more useful were the bibliography enlarged so
that for each topic additional information could easily be obtained.
DAVID WEINMAN
EVALUATION OF CHEMOTHERAPEUTIC AGENTS. Edited by Colin M.
MacLeod. Columbia University Press, New York, 1949. 205 pp. $4.00.
This is the second in the series of volumes to come from symposia held
by the recently established Section on Microbiology of the New York
Academy of Medicine. As stated by Gregory Schwartzman in the foreword,
"the programs of meetings of the Section are arranged to deal with single
topics in the various aspects.... The participants present extensive reviews
in their particular field of endeavor, thus bringing correlated and authorita-
tive scientific data and concepts to the attention of the microbiologists and
allied laboratory and clinical investigators." In this volume an evaluation
of chemotherapeutic agents is undertaken from many, rather general and
fundamental aspects. The topics included can be summarized as follows:
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and to renal clearance; the binding of agents to proteins; microbial re-
sistance; defense mechanisms of the host and the nature of the lesions in
relation to chemotherapy; chemoprophylaxis of meningococcal, bacillary
dysentery and streptococcal infections; chemotherapy in malaria and in
rickettsial and viral diseases; transcutaneous anti-biotic treatment; and ex-
perimental and clinical evaluation of chemotherapeutic agents in cancer.
The contributors to the fourteen different sections are experts in their
particular field and hence this volume should be of great value to anyone,
laboratory worker or clinician, interested in the fundamental aspects of
chemotherapy. Each section is followed by an adequate bibliography.
W. W. ENGSTROM
HVMAN EMBRYOLOGY AND MORPHOLOGY. By Sir Arthur Keith.
Williams & Wilkins, Baltimore, 1948. ix + 690 pp. $10.00.
This being the sixth edition, extensively revised, of a book which first
appeared in 1901, comments on its continuing usefulness are superfluous.
It is enough to say that the reader will find a detailed account of most
aspects of human embryology and that developmental and adult aspects of
anatomy are constantly compared. The style is perhaps more labored than
in comparable texts by American authors. A few of the numerous illustra-
tions suffer from excessive reduction. Indexing, printing, and binding have
been well done. Numerous notes and references increase the book's utility.
This reviewer was disappointed that, although there are three chapters on
the urogenital system, he found little on the development of the testis and
almost nothing on the development of the ovary.
THOMAS R. FORBES
ACCLIMATIZATION IN THE ANDES. By Carlos Monge. Translated by
Donald F. Brown, with an introduction by Isaiah Bowman. The Johns
Hopkins Press, Baltimore, 1948. xix + 130 pp. $2.75.
Despite the intense interest during the past five decades in the physio-
logical effects of the low pressures at high altitudes enforced either by the
ascent of mountains or in aircraft, scant attention has been given to the
equally important mechanisms of acclimatization that follow the movement
of a population from low to high altitudes. Dr. Monge, Director of the
Institute of Andean Biology, is one of the few to focus his attention on
these mechanisms of acclimatization through a study of Andean man as
a climato-physiological variant of the human race. Some of the results
of the study are presented in this monograph in a form attractive to layman
and scientist, be he interested in physiology, sociology, or anthropology.
Here is outlined the evidence that acclimatization can and has taken place in
a human population through the acquisition of the ability to reproduce at
altitudes in which their ancestors were infertile. Here, too, is the record of
the customs that provide the social basis for the natural selection which
has resulted in an acclimatized people. This evidence, drawn from the